4, Sw <, Lindbergh Argues for Isolation (1941)

After France fell 1o Hitler in 1940, the embatiled British stood alone. U.S. interven-
tionists called for a helping hand o Britain; the isolationists called for hands off. The

" isolationist America First group proclaimed, "We bave nothing to fear from a Nazi-
European victory." Boyish-faced, curly-baired Colonel Charles A, Lincdbergh, who
had narrowed the Atiantic with his historic solo flight in 1927, stresséd the wiclth of
the ocean in bis new role as a leading isolationist orator. After inspecting Germanys
aircraft facilities in 1938, be stoully mainiained that Hitler (who decorated him)
could never be conquered in the air. If Lindbergh proved so wrong in an area in
which be was a specialist, form some judgment about the assessment of the U.S.
strafegic position that be made in this speech before u New York mass meeting in
April 1941. To what extent is inferventionism undemocratic, assuming that Lind-
bergh’s figures were correct? Is bis analysis of public opinion trustworthy?

We have weakened ourselves for many months, and still worse, we have di-
vided our own people, by this dabbling ‘in Europe's wars. While we showld have
been concentrating on American defense, we have been forced to argue over for-
eign quarrels. We must turn our eyes and our faith back 10 our own country before
it is too late. And when we do this, a different vista opens before us.,

Practically every difficulty we would face in invading Europe becomes an asset
to us in defending America. Our enemy, and not we, would then have the problem
of transporting millions of troops across the ocean and landing them on a hostile
shore. They, and not we, would have to, furnish the convoys to transpon guns and
tucks and munitions and fuel across three thousand miles of water. Our banleships
and our submarines would then be fighting close 10 their home bases. We would
then do the bombing from the air and the torpedoing at sea. And if any part of an
enemy convoy should ever pdss our navy and our air force, they would still be

faced with the guns of our coast antillery, and behind them the divisions of out
" Army. ' ‘ : .

The United States is better situated from a military standpoint than any other na-
tion in: the world. Even in our present condition of unpreparedness no foreign
power is in & position to invade us today. If we concentrate on our own defenses
and build the strength that this nation should maintain, no foreign army will ever at-
tempt to land on American shores. : .

War is not inevitable for this country. Such a claim is defeatism in the true sense.
No one can make us fight abroad unless we ourselves are willing to do so. No one
will attempt to fight us here If we arm ourselves as a grear nation should be armed.
Over a hundred niillion peopie in this nation are opposed to entering the war, If the
principles of democracy mean anything at all, that is reason enough for us to stay
out. If we are forced into a waragalnst the-wishes of an overwhelming majority of
our people, we will have proved democracy such a failure at home that there will
be litde use fighting for it abroad. '

- The time has come when those of us who believe in an independent American
destiny must band together and organize for sirength. We huve been led toward war

New York Times, April 24,1941, p.12, .

by a minority of our people. This minority has power. It has inFlrence. Tt has a loud
voice. But it does not represent the American people. During th.. ast several years |
have traveled over this counury from one end 16 the other. [ have talked 10 many

hundr_eds of men and women, znd 1 have letters from tens of thousands more, who
feel the same way as you and 1.

[Public opinion polls during these months showed conlradictory desives. A
strong majority of the American people wanted to stay out of war, but a sirong ma-
Jority favored belping Britain even at the risk of war. The Lend-Lease Act of 1941 re-

ceived about two-to-one support in the pubiic opinion polls and more than that in
congressional voting.]
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5. The New York Times Rejects
Isolationism (1941)

The New York Times challenged Lindbergh's views in a lengthy and well-reasoned
editorial that brilliantly set forth the case for intervention, What are its principal
Doints?

Those who tell us now that the sea is still our certain bulwark, and that the
tremendous forces sweeping the Old World threaten no danger to the New, give the
lie to their own words in the precautions they would have us take.

To a man they favor an enormous strengthening of our defenses. Why? Against
what danger would they have us arm if none exists? To what purpose would they
have us spend these almost incredible billions upon billions for ships and planes,
for tanks and guns, if there is no immediate threat to the security of the United
States? Why are we training the youth of the country to bear arms? Under pressure
of what fear are we racing against time to double and quadruple our industrial
production?

No man in his senses will say that we are arming against Canada or our Latin-
American neighbors to the south, against Britain or the captive states of Europe, We
are arming solely for one reason. We are arming against Hitler's Germany-—a great
predatory Power in afliance with Japan.

It has been said, times without number, that if Hitler cannot cross the English
Channel he cannot cross three thousand miles of sea. But there is only one reason
why he has not crossed the English Channel. That is because forty-five million de-
termined Britons, in a heroic resistance, have converted their island into an armed
base, from which proceeds a steady stream of sea and air power. As Secretary lof
State Cordell] Hull has said: "It is not the water that bars the way. It is the resolate
determination of British arms. Were the control of the seas by Britain lost, the At-
lantic would no longer be an obstacle—rather, it would become a broad highway
for a conqueror moving westward,”

That conqueror does not need to attempt at once an invasion of continental
United States in orcler to place this country in deadly danger. We shall be in deadly
danger the moment British sea power fails; the moment the eastern gates of the At-
lantic are open to the aggressor; the moment we are compelled to divide our one-
ocean Navy between two oceans simultaneously.

The combined Axis fleets [German, Italian, Japanese] outmatch our own: they
are superior in numbers to our fleet in every category of vessel, from warships and
aircraft-carriers to destroyers and submarines.® The combined Axis air strength will
be much greater than our own if Hitler strikes in time—and when has he failed
to strike in time? The master of Europe will have at his command shipways that
can outhuild us, the resources of twenty conquered nations to furnish his materials,
the oil of the Middle East to stoke his engines, the slave labor of a continent—

*Rejecting Isolationism,” April 30, 1941. Copyright © 1941 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted
by permission.

*Three foreign fleets are not necessarily equal to the sum of all their parts. There are different languages
and signals, different-caliber guns and asmmunition, different types of maneuvers, and so forth,
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bound by no union rules, and not working on a forty-hour week—o turn out his
production.

Grant Hitler the gigantic prestige of a victory over Britain, and who can doubt
that the first result, on our side of the ocean, would be the prompt appearance of
imitation Nazi regimes in a half-dozen Latin-American nations, forced to be on the
winning side, begging favors, clamoring for admission to the Axis? What shall we do
then? Make war upon these neighbors, send armies to fight in the jungles of Central
or South America; run the risk of outraging native sentiment and turning the whole
continent against us? Or shall we sit tight while the area of Nazi influence draws
ever closer to the Panama Canal, and a spreading checkerboard of Nazi airfields
provides ports of call for German planes that may choose to bomb our cities?

But even if Hitler gave us time, what kind of “tme” would we have at our disposal?

There are moral and spiritual dangers for this country as well as physical dan-
gers in a Hitler victory. There are dangers to the mind and heart as well as to the
hody and the land.

Victorious in Europe, dominating Aftica and Asia through his Axis partners, Hitler
could not afford to permit the United States to live an untroubled and successful
life, even if he wished to. We are the arch-enemy of all he stands for: the very cltadel
of that “pluto-democracy” which he hates and scorns. As long as liberty and free-
dom prevailed in the United States there would be constant risk for Hitler that our
ideas and our example might infect the conquered countries which he was bending
to his will. In his own interest he would be forced to harry us at every turmn.

Who can doubt that our lives would be poisoned every day by challenges and
insults from Nazi politicians; that Nazi agents would stir up anti-American feeling in
every country they controlled; that Nazi spies would overrun us here; that Hitler
would produce a continual series of lightning diplomatic strokes—alliances and “non-
aggression pacts” to break our will; in short, that a continuous war of nerves, if noth-
ing worse, woukl be waged against us?

And who can doubt that, in response, we should have to turn our own nation into
an armed camp, with all our traditional values of culture, education, social reform,
democracy and liberty subordinated to the single, all-embracing aim of self-preserva-
Hon? In this case we should indeed experience “regimentation.” Every item of foreign
trade, every iransaction in domestic commerce, every present prerogative of labor,
every civil liberty we cherish, would necessarily be regulated in the interest of defense.

I. FDR Drops the Dollar Sign (1940)

A Serious student of history, Roosevelt was determined 1o dioid the blunders of World
War 1. The postwar qudrrel with the Allies over debis lingered in bis memory as
he groped for some means-of bolstering the hard-pressed British without getting
involved in a repaynient wrangle. Keeping bis new brainstorm under his bat until bis

_ltbePublic Papers and Addresses of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1940 Volume $1941), pp. 606-608.




A Woman Remembers the War (1984)

When the war started I was twenty-six, unmarried, and working as a cosmetics clerk in a drugstore in Los Angeles, I

. was running the whole department, handling the inventory and all that. It seemed asinine, though, to be selling lipstick

when the country was at war. I felt that I was capable of doing something more than that toward the war effort.

There was also a big difference between my salary and those in defense work, T was making something like
twenty-two, twenty-four dollars & wesk in the drugstore. You could earn a much greater amount of money for your
labor in defense plants, Also it interssted me. There was a certain curiosity about meeting that kind of challenge, and
here was an opportunity to de that, for there were more and more openings for women.

So I'went to two or threé plants and took their tests. And they all told me [ had absolutely no mechanical
ability, Isaid, “T don't believe that” So Iwent to another plant, AD.EI. I was interviewed and got the job. This
particular ptant made the hydraulic-valve system for the B-17. And where did they put women? In the burr room.
You sat at a workbench, which was essentially like 1 picnic table, with a bunch of other womet, and you worked
grinding and sanding machine parts (o make them smooth. That's what you did all day long, It was very mechanical
and it was very boring. There were about thirty women in the burr room, and'it was like being in a beauty shop every
day. Teouldn’t stand the inane talk. So when they asked me if I would like to work someplace else in the shop, I said I
very much would.

- They started training me. I went to 4 blueprint class and learned how to use a micrometer and howto draw
tools out of the tool crib and everything else. Then one day they said, “Okay, how would you like to go into the
machine shop?’ '

I said, “Terrific.” .

And they said, “Now, Adele, it’s going to be a real challenge, because you'll be the only women in the
machine shop,” T thought to myself, well, that’s going o be fun, all those guys and Adele in the machine shop. So the
foreman took me over there. It was a big room, with a high ceiling and fluorescent lights, and it was very noisy, [
watked in there, in my overalls, and suddenly all the machines stopped and every guy in the shop just turned around
and looked at me. It took, I think, two weeks before anyone even talled to me. The discrimination was indescribable.
They wanted to kill me.

My attitude was, “Okay, you bastards, I'm going to prove to you I can do anything you can do, and may be
bettor than some of you.” And that’s exactly the way it turned out. Iused to do the rework on the pieces that the guy
on the shift before me had serewed up. T finally go assigned to nothing but rework.

Later they taught me to run an automatic screwing machine, It's a big mother, and it took a lot of strength
Just to throw that thing into gear. They probably thought I wasn't going to be able to do it, But I was determined to
succeed, As a matter of fact, I developed the most fantastic biceps from throwing that machine into gear. Even today T
still have a little of that muscle left, .

Anyway, eventually some of the men became very friendly, particularly the older ones, the anes in their late
forties or fifties. They were journeymen too} and die makers and were so skilled that they could work anywhere at very
high salaries. They were sort of fatherly, protective. They weren’t threatened by me. The younger men, I think, were.

Our plant was an open shop, and the International Asscciation of Machinists was trying to unionize the
workers, I joined them and worked to iry to get the union in the plant. proselytized for the union during tuneh hour,
and [ had a big altercation with the management over that. The employers and my lead man and foreman called m in
the office and said, “We have a right to fire you.”

I'said, “On what basis? I work as well or better than anybody else in the shop except the journeymen.”

They said, “No, not because of that. Because you're tulking for the union on company property, You’re nol
allowed to do that.”

I said, “Well, that’s just too bad, because I can’t get off the grounds here. You won’t allow us to leave the
grounds during lnch hour. And you don’t pay me for my lunch hour, so that time doesn’t belong to you, so you can’t
tell me what to do.” And they backed down.

I'had one experience at the plant that really made me work for the union.. One day while I was burring T had
an accident and ripped some cartilage out of my hand. It wasn’t serious, but it m;tl kind of messy. They had to take

me over lo the industrial hospital to get my hand sutured, T cam back and couldn’t work for a day or two because my
hand was all bandaged. It wasn’t serious, but it was awkward. When I got my paycheck, [ saw that they had docked
me for the times 1 was in the industrial hospital. When I saw that T was really mad.

It’s ironic that when the union finally gt into the plant, they had me transferred out. They were anxious to
get rid of me because afier we got them in [ went to a fow meetings and complained about it being a Fm Crow union,
So they arranged for me to have a higher rating instead of a worker’s rating, This allowed me to make twenty-five
cents an hour more, and 1 got transferred to another plant. By this time I was married. When I became pregnant I
worked for about three months more, then T quit,

For me defense work was the beginning of my emancipation as a woman. For the first time in my life 1
found out that I could do something with my hands besides bake a pie. I found out that I had manual dexterity and the
mentality to read blueprints and gauges, and to be inquisitive enough about things to develop skills other than the
conventional roles that women had at that time. Ihad the consciousness-raising experience of being the only woman in
this machine shop and having the mantle of challenge laid down by the men, which stimulated my competitiveness and
forced me to prove myself, This, plus working in the union, gave me a lot of self-confidence,




443 (WAL RLoHPa/RIS /B0 Wnasn Ls mmanydny

*I3A0 S1 JBA SI} [UA ABMme Ulewad o] pue of o} watfy 1oy jqissod
se Asea se}i oyew pue ABMm s, UL Jo 3n0 Ssaueder syl Ao 0} 1 31 3sujebe a1nsul 0}
Aem sueuiny 3sowr ay) ‘o|gisuas 3solu af) "Buily Jo 140s 3By} JO SDURYD AuR PIOAR ISNU 90

"SI0[-
aseu Apoojq ojul uoojjeq pinod Ajises jey} sjesidal Albue jonold 3ybiw ebejoqes jo 1oe
1SE9] SYL "BaJe JBquod I3 U] paulewad Aoy J1 aseueder |[& 104 1SIXa pInom J1obuep jeey

suesuu Aue Aq dwied vogenuaduod ueadoing syj3 jo uiaped

oy 01 mc__:on.um 10U S JBY 1 "UOOEIDD pue JuswureMud jo Qusid paysiuing aq jim Asy)
pue ‘saA[asaLR 104 H opiAcad 03 BiR 10U SJB ASY) JUSIXa I3 03 popiacad o |lim 1939Ys
PUE POOJ JI3Y} JUSIILIDACH [R19pD4 a1p Aq paroajo.d Ajjngeied aq [m Adadoad sy L

*9|qeloftuooun Ajnpun aq jjIm ASL3 UeaL 10U SB0P Jel) SHIUOW IBWWNs

a1 fulnp Inq ‘watp foy popiacid 2q ued seuo JusuewlIad [un sialiend Alelodwa)

u] pasnoy o 0} aaey Aew Aay] "of o3 way) 10) ssoed 10j dpew aq ued sjusluabuelie

[N paAoW 24 JOU [IM SJBLI0 [V "OS Op 0} swn jo Ajudld sjuswebueiie Buiaow ajealid
e UEd oYM ISOLR 2416 0] Se Aem B UYans Ul pansst SEM ISPI0 SIUMRJ [e1suan “diyspaey
a1qissod 3sed] syl YUM apew 9q [Im Jaysue.n s jeyl usAlb useq sey uoiiedpul A19A3

~diyspuaLy Jo punotb wai Syi uo Apunos sy jo uonendod sy Jo 358t oI

YHm suoge|ad s dooy pue uogesado-od jo jiids ey 2a0.4d o) soel Aursus ue jo apdoad
213 o3 Ajumgtoddo ue syuasaad § Ajjepadsa nq ‘puncabipeq |eicet JoASIEyM JO SUDZID

e Aq payioddns 2q pmoys ucnndIXe 31 "poolsiapun Alises Adijod Jna-aead e S13ey]

12/ DI} JO UCOEINE D43 10§ S0 Jey; Jo suos.iad

[je sA0wat 0] S1 Y] 3sIn0d Ajuc 8y} ssaueder Aq pebuo.p a4 sealte 9saU) UM Ajlpeol
poaIop 2q jouued sgusbe Awsud Jo sousSsaid 9} SB YONWSe U] "S1ndjoqes pue s3siuunjod
Py aqqissod [je Jo SealR JRgUUoD jRIseod o Bunieas Jo Aussasau ap aziubodas Ajuieniad

A b ’ 2 uhﬁg 3snui Aaify ‘awos uodn sdiyspaey SNOLISS }I0M UDAS ‘JBMBWGS WL} S5U3UDAUOIU]
AW s3U0Z AlR)IU DU SPISIN0 SIPLGSIP PUBIUL 6] [RAOIUDI JIDU] YBNOWY JUSULISAO0S SIY)

~ 0D 2 0} aoueibs)je oy bunsejoid usoq aaey wiog-aaneu ayl jje Ajjesnseld pue susije Auely
ossrovef W5 2l | ‘sz

pajyiLn a1} 01 AyeAo] 119 sjensucuap o3 asaueder [je 1o} Aem 21qissod 3soq a1} Buliayo
Aoaye ui ‘ale sueld uonend>eas sy no Hulhiied up Aury 3y pim sjelrado-od 03 ‘uloqg
=2A[EU puUe suRi|e Ygoq ‘apdoad Jiap bujPsunod alde oym elulojjje) uj siopes assueder

[P Uy
Ajjedo] moys 0} Aepp 3seg d1ayL

doUs s S0l Soygeibol IB3A A JoOng Ag XOpUl  BWOH

R

ZHBL - [BLIOIPT JUsWLIEIU| oseusde SmeN DISIoUR L UeS L10Z/9/E



THe Bataan Deatd VlarcH, 1942

The war came to the Philippines the same day it came to Hawaii and in the same manner — a surprise air attack. In the case of the
Philippines, however, this initial strike was followed by a full-scale invasion of the main island of Luzon three days |ater. By early
January, the American and Filipino defenders were forced to retreat to a slim defensive position on the island’s western Bataan
Peninsula

The American and Filipino forces fought from an untenable position until formally surrendering to the Japanese on April 9. The
Japanese immediately began to march some 76,000 prisoners (12,000 Americans, the remainder Filipinos} northward into captivity
along a route of death. When three American officers escaped a year later, the world learned of the unspeakable atrocities suffered
along the 60-mile Journey that became khown as the Bataan Death March.

Japanese butchery, disease, exposure to the blazing sun, lack of foed, and lack of water took the lives of approximately 5,200
Americans along the way. Many prisoners were bayoneted, shot, beheaded or just left to die on the side of the road. "A Japanese
soldier took my canteen, gave the water to a horse, and threw the canteen away," reported one escapee. "The stronger were not
permitted to help the weaker. We then would hear shots behind us." The Japanese forced the prisoners to sit for hours in the hot sun
without water, "Many of us went crazy and several died.”

The ordeal lasted five days for some and up to twelve days for others. Although the Japanese were unprepared for the large number
of prisoners in thelr care, the root of the brutality lay in the Japanese attitude that a soldier should die before surrender. A warrior's
surrender meant the forfeiture of all rights to treatment as a human being.

After the war, the finger of blame pointed to General Masaharu Homma, commander of the lapanese troops in the Philippines. Tried
for war crimes, he was convicted and executed by a firing squad on April 3, 1946.

"This was the First Murder"

Captain Willlam Dyess was a fighter pilot stationed on Luzon when the fapanese invaded, Captured when the American forces on
Bataan surrendered, he joined the Death March and was interned by the Japanese. [n April 1943, Captain Dyess was one of three
prisoners able to escape from their captors. Captain Dyess eventually made his way back to America where his story was published.

We join his story as he encounters his first atrocity of the March:

"The victim, an air force captain, was being searched hy a three-star private. Standing by was a Jap commissioned officer, hand on
sword hilt, These men were nothing like the toothy, bespectacled runts whose photographs are familiar to most newspaper readers,
They were cruel of face, stalwart, and tall.

'The private a little squirt, was going through the captain's pockets, All at once he stopped and sucked in his breath with .a hissing
sound. He had found some Jap yen.'

'He held these out, ducking his head and sucking in his breath to attract notice. The big Jap looked at the money. Without a word he
grabbed the captain by the shoulder and shoved him down to his knees. Hea pulled the sword out of the scabbard and raised it high
over his head, holding it with both hands, The private skipped to che side.'

'Before we could grasp what was happening, the black-faced giant had swung his sword. | remember how the sun flashed on it. There
was a swish and a kind of chopping thud, like a cleaver geing through beef'.

'The captain's head seemed to jump off his 'shoulders. It hit the ground in front of him and went rolling crazily from side to side
between the lines of prisoners.'

"The body fell forward. | have seen wounds, but never such a gush of, blood as this; The heart continued te pump for a few seconds
and at each beat there was another great spurt of blood, The white dust around our feet was turned into crimson mud. | saw the
hands were opening and closing spasmodically. Then | looked away.'

‘When | looked again the big Jap had put up his sword and was strolling off, The runt who had found the yen was putting them into
his pocket. He helped himself to the captain's possessions.

This was the first murder, . ."

Oriental Sun Treatment
As the prisoners were herded north they collided with advancing Japanese troops moving to the south, forcing a brief halt to the
march:

"Eventually the road became so crowded we were marched into a clearing. Here, for two hours, we had our first taste of the oriental
sun treatment, which drains the stamina and weakens the spirit,

The Japs seated us on the scorching ground, exposed to the full glare of the sun. Many of the Americans and Filipinas had no
covering to protect their heads. | was beside a small bush but it cast no shade because the sun was almost directly above us. Many of
the men around me were ill,

When | thought | could stand the penetrating heat no longer. | was determined to have a sip of the tepid water in my canteen, | had




no more than unscrewed the top when the aluminum flask was snatched from my hands. The Jap who had crept up behind me
poured the water into a horse’s nose-bag, then threw down the canteen. He walked on among the prisoners, taking away their water
and pouring it into the bag. When he had encugh he gave it to his horse.”

Drog-outs
The parade of death continues its journey as its members inevitably succumb to the heat, the lack of food and the lack of water:

"The hours dragged by and, as we knew they must. The drop-outs began. It seemed that a great many of the prisoners reached the
end of their endurance at about the same time. They went down by twos and threes. Usually, they madea an effort to rise. | never can
forget their groans and strangled breathing as they tried to get up. Some succeeded. Others lay lifelessly where they had fallen.

| observed that the Jap guards paid no attention to these. | wondered why. The explanation wasn't long in coming, There was a sharp
crackle of pistol and rifle fire behind us.

Skulking along, a hundred yards behind our contingent, came a 'clean-up squad' of murdering Jap buzzards, Their helpiess victims,
sprawled darkly against the white, of the road, were easy targets.

As members of the murder squad stooped over each huddled form, there would be an orange 'flash in the darkness and a sharg
report. The bodies were left where they lay, that ather prisoners coming behind us might see them.,

Our Japanese guards enjoyed the spectacle in silence for a time. Eventually, one of them who spoke English felt he should add a little
spice to the entertainment.

'Sleepee?' he asked. 'You want sleep? Just lie down on road, You get good long sleep!'

On through the night we were followed by orange flashes and thudding sounds."

Arrlval at San Fernando
Finally, after five days without food and limited water, the dwindling column arrives at its destination:

"The sun still was high in the sky when we straggled into San Fernando, a city of 36,000 population, and were put in a barbed wire
compound similar to the one at Orani. We were seated in rows for a continuation of the sun treatment. Conditions here were the
worst yet,

The prison pen was jammed with sick, dying, and dead American and Filipino soldiers. They were sprawled amid the filth and
maggots that covered the ground. Practically all had dysentery. Malaria and dengue fever appeared to be running unchecked. There
were symptoms of other tropical diseases | didn't even recognize.

Jap guards had shoved the worst cases beneath the rotted flooring of some dilapidated bulding, Many of these prisoners already had
died. The others [ooked as though they couldn't survive until morning.

There cbviously had been no burials for many hours, After sunset Jap soldiers entered and inspected our rows,

Then the gate was opened again and Kitchen corpsmen enterad with cans of rice. We held our mess kits and again passed lids to
those who had none, Qur spirits rose, We watched as the Japs ladled out generous helpings to the men nearest the gate.

Then, without explanation, the cans were dragged away and the gate was closed. It was a repetition of the ghastly farce at Balanga.
The fraud was much more cruel this time because our need. was vastly greater. In our bewildered state it tock some time for the
truth to sink in. When it did we were too discouraged even to swear." ;




JAPAN'S HORRIFIED REACTION (1945)

With Germany knocked out of the war, President Truman journeyed to Potsdam, near Berlin, in July,
1945, to meet with Stalin and British leaders. He was there informed that American scientists had
experimentally detonated the first atomic bomb in history. Japan was then called upon to surrender or else be
destroyed. The Potsdam ultimatum made no reference to the existence of the fantastic new weapons. When
Tokyo brushed aside the demand to surrender, Truman ordered the dropping of atomic bombs (the only two
the United States had then) on Hiroshima {August 6) and Nagasaki (August 9).

The horrified reaction of the Nippon Times is given below. Determine whether there was force in the
Japanese claim of hypocrisy, and whether there is any moral difference between atomic bombing and large-
scale incendiary bombing of civilian centers. {The Japanese had already bombed clvilian centers, beginning
with Shanghai in 1932.) Did the Japanese refusal to respond to the Potsdam ultimatum justify the bombing?

How can d human belng with any claim to a sense of moral responsibifity deliberately let loose an
instrument of destruction which can at one stroke annihilate an appalling segment of mankind? This is not
war; this is not even murder; this is pure nihilism. This is a crime against God and humanity which strikes at the
very basis of moral existence. What meaning Is there in any international faw, in any rule of human conduct, in
any concept of right and wrong, If the very foundations of morality are to be overthrown as the use of this
instrument of total destruction threatens to do? A
: The crime of the Americans stands out in ghastly repulsiveness alf the more for the ironic contradiction
it affords to thelr lying pretensions. For in their noisy statements, they have always claimed to be the
champions of fairness and humanitarianism. In the early days of the China Affair [beginning 1937], the United
States repeatedly protested against the bombing operations of the Japanese forces, not withstanding the fact
that the Japanese operations were conducted on a limited scale against strictly military objectives. But where
its own actions are concerned, the United States seems to see no consistency in committing on an
unimaginably vast scale the very same crime it had falsely accused others of committing,

This hypocritical character of the Americans had already been amply demonstrated in the previous
bombings of Japanese cities. Strewing explosives and fire bombs indiscriminately over an extensive area,
hitting large cities and small towns without distinction wiping out vast districts which could not be mistaken as
being anything but strictly residential in character, burning or blasting to death countless thousands of helpless
women and children, and machine-gunning fleeing refugees, the American raiders had already shown how
completely they violate in their actual deeds the principles of humanity which they mouth in conspicuous
pretense, .

But now beside the latest technique of total destruction which the Americans have adopted, their
earlier crimes pale into relative insignificance. What more barbarous atrocity can there be than to wipe out at
one stroke the population of a whole city without distinction™® - men, women, and children; the aged, the weak,
the infirm; those in positions of authority, and those with no power at off; ofl snuffed out without being given a
chance of lifting even a ﬁ'nger in efther defense or defiance,

The United States may claim, in a lame attempt to raise a pretext in justification of its latest action,
that a policy of utter annihilation is necessitated by Japan's failure to heed the recent demand for

unconditional surrender. But the question of surrendering or not surrendering certainly can have not the
slightest refevance to the question of whether it is Justifiable to use @ method which under any circumstance is
strictly condemned alike by the principles of international law and of morality. For this American outrage
against the fundemental moral sense of mankind, Japan must proclaim to the world its protest against the
United States, which has made itself the arch-enemy of humanity.

*At Hiroshima about 150,000 pecpte were killed ahd wounded out of a total population of some 350,000, The
fire-bomb raid of Tokyo of March 10, 1945, killed an estimated 83,000 people,’




The Christian Century Deplores the Bombing (1945)

The use of the atomic bomb was reluctantly but overwhelmingly recommended by Truman's large corps of
expert advisers, Some of the scientists at first proposed test demonstrations in an uninhabited place, but the
United States had only two bombs, and they might prove to be humiliating duds. They could not wreak much
damage in desert areas, and might leave the Japanese unimpressed, If the cities to be bombed were warned in
advance, the Japanese might move American POWSs to them, and at the same time "ambush" the American
bombers. The atomic bomb might stun-them into a quick surrender. {A dry-run demonstration would have
weakened this effect.) The cost was perhaps 150,000 Japanese lives, as against 2,000,000 - Japanese,
American, and British, The Christian Century, prominent Protestant journal published in Chicago, did not
accept the philosophy of a "mercy bombing.” Note which, if any, of its suggestions would have strengthened
the moral position of the United States.

Something like a moral earthquake has followed the dropping of atomic bombs on two Japanese cities.
Its continued tremors throughout the world have diverted attention even from the military victory itself ....it is
our belief that the use made of the atomic bomb has placed our nation in an indefensible moral position.

We do not propose to debate the issue of military necessity, though the facts are clearly on one side of
this issue. The atomic bomb was used at a time when Japan's navy was sunk, her air force virtually destroyed,
her homeland surrounded, supplies cut off, and our forces poised for the final stroke. Recognition of her
imminent defeat could be read between the lines of every Japanese communiqué. Neither do we intend to
" challenge Mr. Churchill’s highly speculative assertion that the use of the bomb saved the lives of more than
one million American and 250,000 British soldiers,

We believe, however, that these lives could have been saved had our government followed a different
course, more honorable and more humane, Our leaders seem not to have weighed the moral considerations
involved. No sooner was the bomb ready than it was rushed to the front and dropped on two helpless cities,
destroying more lives than the United States has lost in entire war.

Perhaps it was inevitable that the bomb would ultimately be employed to bring Japan to the point of
surrender...But there was no military advantage in hurling the bomb upon Japan without warning. The least
we might have done was to announce to our foe that we possessed the atomic bomb; that its destructive
power was beyond anything known in warfare; and that its terrible effectiveness had been experimentally
demonstrated in this country, We could thus have warned Japan of what was in store for her unless she
surrendered immediately. If she doubted the good faith of our representations, it would have been a simple
matter to select a demonstration target in the enemy's own country at a place where the loss of human life
would be at a minimum.

If, despite such warning, Japan still held out, we would have been in a far less questionable position
had we then dropped the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. At least our record of deliberation and ample
warning would have been clear. Instead, with brutal disregard of any principle of humanity, we
"demonstrated” the bomb on two great cities, utterly extinguishing them. This course has placed the United
States in a bad light throughout the world. What the use of poison gas did to the reputation of Germany in
World War [, the use of the atomic bomb has done for the reputation of the United States in WWII, Our future
security is menaced by our own act, and our influence for justice and humanity in international affairs has
been sadly crippled. (Christian Century, LXIl, 974- August 29, 1945.)
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Truman Justifies the Bombing (1945)

German scientists were known to be working on an atomic bomb, and Roosevelt was persuaded to
push forward with an ultra-secret competing project that ultimately cost some $2.5 billion. The charge was
made - without proof- that Truman had to use the new weapon or face an investigation of squandered money.
More probable was his desire to end the Far Eastern war speedily before the bothersome Russians came in.
The evidence is strong that they hurried up their six-day participation following the dropping of the first bomb.
At all events, President Truman accepted full responsihility for his decision, and later defended it in his
Memoirs, as excerpted below. Observe whether he made the decision by himself and whether he tried to use
the bomb as a lawful weapon. Determine whether, in the light of conditions at the time rather than hindsight,
he was justified in his action.

My own knowledge of these [atomic] developments had come about only after | became President,
when Secretary [of War] Stimson had given me the full story. He had told me at that time that the project was
nearing completion, and that a bomb could be expected within another four months. It was at his suggestion,
too, that | had then set up @ committee of top men and had asked them to study with great care the
implications the new weapon might have for us. A

It was their recommendation that the bomb be used against the enemy as soon as it could be done.
They recommended further that it should be used without... warning, and against a target that would clearly
show its devastating strength. | had realized, of course, that an atomic bomb explosion would inflict damage
and casualties beyond imagination. On the other hand, the scientific advisers of the committee reported, “We
can propose no technical demonstration likely to bring an end to the war; we see no acceptable alternative to
direct milftary use." It was their conclusion that no technical demonstration they might propose, such as over ¢
deserted island, would be likely to bring the war to an end. It had to be used against an enemy target,

The final decision of where and when to use the atomic bomb was up to me. Let there be no mistake
about it. I regarded the bomb as a military weapon, and never had any doubt that it should be used. The top
military advisers to the President recommended its use, and when I talked to Churchill, he unhesitatingly told
me that he favored the use of the atomic bomb if it might aid to end the war.

In deciding te use this bomb I wanted to make sure it would be used as g weapon of war in the manner
prescribed by the laws of wor. That meant that | wanted it dropped on a military target. | had told Stimson that
the bomb should be dropped as nearly as possibly upon a war production center of prime military importance.

Four cities were finally recommended as targets: Hiroshima, Kokura, Niigata, and Nagasaki. They were
listed in that order as targets for the first attack. The order of selection was in accordance with the military
importance of these cities but allowance would be given for weather conditions at the time of the bombing.
{Truman's Memoirs, 1955)

SIDE NOTE: In 1959, during discusslens with Columbia University students, ex-President Truman vigorously
justified his action. He noted that "When we asked them to surrender...they gave us a very snotty answer.
That is what | got...They told me to go to hell, words to that effect.” Mr. Truman insisted that the dropping of
the bomb was a "just military maneuver, that is all." He then concluded: "All this uproar about what we did
and what could have been stopped - should we take these wonderful Monday morning quarterbacks, the
experts who are supposed to be right? They don't know what they are talking about, | was there. | did it. |
would do it again." (Truman Speaks [1960], pp.73-74)




